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lance, with her descended the rock, and the defenders of Chittor saw her fall fighting
by the side of her Amazonian mother. When their wives and daughters performed
such deeds, the Rajputs became reckless of life.*
Another instance of how Rajput women compelled the men to defend their country
and die in its defence is related by the French traveller Bernier. When Maharaja
Jaswanta Singh of Jodhpur, after losing the battle of Fatehabad about the middle
of the 17 century, retired with only a handful of following to Jodhpur, his queen
refused to see him, Bernier says :—
*I cannot forbear to relate the fierce reception which the daughter of the Rana
gave to her husband Jaswant Singh after his defeat and flight. When she heard he
was nigh, and had understood what had passed in the battle, that he had fought
with all possible courage, that he had but four or five hundred men left ; and at last,
no longer able to resist the enemy, had been forced to retreat ; instead of sending
some one to condole with him in his misfortune, she commanded in a dry mood to
shut the gate of the castle, and not to let this infamous man enter ; that he was not
her husband ;	in a word, he was to vanquish or to die.'
The magnificent example of woman's valour and devotion to her country so finely
displayed by that heroine, Queen Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi, during the days of the
Sepoy war must ever inspire you to remain true to your ideals.
I will not tire your patience with more examples of woman's courage, sense of duty
and devotion to her country. The noble traditions of heroism left by your forbears
should ever be kept untarnished. Let the sons and daughters you rear, be such as
would uphold the honour of the country and restore to your motherland her past
grandeur and glory. There was a time when in my part of the country the ideal of
motherhood was embodied in the famous line—
'O Mother, let thy offspring be either a great benefactor or a hero/
My appeal to you, young men, is to break the bonds of convention and custom.
Fight against evil and pernicious practices. Emancipate the women. Cultivate the
spirit of self-denial of the Brahman of old, become as fearless and as devoted to^ duty
as the Rajput of mediaeval times. Remember also that a sound social system is the
only basis for a lasting political structure to be raised on it. Forget not that an
enormous amount of social work has to be done in the country. Let every young
man in India work the unshakeable resolution born of the conviction which inspired
William Pitt at the age of 24 to declare, 'I know that I can save England and I know
that no one else can save it.' Lay to heart the sound advice of the great Goethe, and
act accordingly :—
Ponder well and know the right
Onward, then, with all thy might,
RESOLUTIONS
denominational institutions condemned
Re-assembling on the next day, the 27th. December, the Conference passed impor-
tant resolutions. Sir Muhammad Shafi moved a resolution appealing to ^all
communities^ of India to take steps to promote mutual harmony and concord which
were essential for social solidarity and inter-communal cooperation.
Sir Abdul Qadir and Dr. Gokul Chand Narang made strong speeches supporting
the resolution. Dr. Satyapal and Mr. Duni Chand (Congressmen) emphasised that
the attitude of the communities towards each other had a great deal to do with the
country's claim for political freedom.
Some speakers opined that denominational institutions were a great source for
inculcating in the minds of the younger generation feelings of jealousy and mistrust
towards each ohen They suggested that to give practical proof of their willingness
to help thei cause of the country, they should admit 50 per cent students belonging
to communities other than their own. It was also suggested that in future the
Government should make no grants to institutions of a denominational character.
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discussion centred round a resolution expressing the support of the
ifcdu Widows' Inheritance Bill.   Mr.    Harbilas Sarda's -explanations
all misgivings ;al)0ut the bill,   ,

